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Dear Purents/carers,

The staff and governors would like to warmly welcome you and your family to the
Early Years Foundation Stage at Heronshill School & Nursery. Nursery marks the
beginning of your child’'s educational journey within our school, and we look
forward to the possibility of them continuing into our Reception class.

At Heronshill, we are committed to providing a happy, secure, and stimulating
environment where children can learn, grow, and flourish. Our experienced and
dedicated team works hard to create a friendly and engaging atmosphere where
every child feels valued and supported.

We recognise that children arrive at Nursery as capabile, curious learners, already
equipped with a wealth of experiences and knowledge from home. Through a
play-based approach to learning, we aim to build on these foundations—
nurturing their interests, developing their skills, and enriching their early
experiences.

We look forward to working in partnership with you to ensure your child’s time with
us is enjoyable, meaningful, and filled with opportunities to thrive.

Warm regards,

Kirsty Outtram
Headteacher




Our Aims

At Heronshill School & Nursery, we are committed to giving every child the best possible start
to their educational journey. We aim to:

e Foster strong partnerships with parents and carers, creating positive home-school links
that celebrate each child’s learning and achievements.

¢ Provide a safe, nurturing, and happy environment where every child feels valued and
develops a love for learning through meaningful and purposeful play.

¢ Support and inspire each child’s learning journey, encouraging excellence, resilience, and
confidence in a friendly and secure setting.

e Create an exciting and stimulating atmosphere where children grow in independence,
gain self-confidence, and develop a strong sense of responsibility.

o Offer rich learning opportunities that enable children to acquire and apply knowledge and
skills, preparing them for the challenges of an ever-changing world.

e Promote a caring and inclusive community, built on kindness, honesty, and mutual
respect.

¢ Prepare children for the next step in their education—with enthusiasm, curiosity, and a
strong foundation for lifelong learning.

And above all.. have lots of fun along the way!




Our
Curriculum

Our Nursery follows a play-based, child-centered approach with structured

and unstructured learning activities.

Playing and Active Learning
exploring

children investigate children concentrate
and experience things,  and keep on trying if
and ‘have a go'. they encounter

difficulties, and enjoy
achievements

Creating and
thinking critically
children have and
develop their own
ideas, make links
between ideas, and
develop strategies for
doing things

Our curriculum focuses on the following key

developmental areas:
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Classes & Age
Groups

0 Ducklings 02 Cygnets
2 - 3years old 3-4yearsold
e Focuses on early socialisation, e Encourages language development,
sensory exploration, and cooperative play, and problem-
foundational motor skills. solving.
e Activities include music, movement, ¢ Introduces early literacy,
hands-on exploration, and simple mathematics, and creative arts
routines to build independence. through play-based learning.
Daily Structure Daily Structure
e Morning greetings and group ¢ Morning greetings and group
activities. activities.
e Child led play inside and outside * Songs and stories.
e Rolling snack time throughout the ¢ Learning opportunities that focus on
session letters, numbers, and fine motor skills.
e Group time ¢ Child led play inside and outside
e Lunch time (lunch club 11:30-12) e Rolling snack time

e Sleep time e Lunch time (lunch club 11:30-12)




Daily Schedule
Overview

Activity Description




Nursery Overview

In our nursery class we provide a broad, balanced and rich education through
a range of activities. Our Nursery is one open plan room with two classroom
pods. One will be a base for the Ducklings (2-3 year olds) and the other will be
a base for the Cygnets (3-4 year olds). They will have in the session to interact
with each other in the learning environment. We have a lovely outdoor space
with some sheltered area too. We also use the garden and woodland areas in
the school grounds.

The provision in Nursery is enhanced regularly in response to the children’s
changing needs and interests. We plan carefully to ensure children are
continually learning through their play. Alongside this, we also respond to the
seasons and the calendar, giving a ‘shape’ to the children’s year. This provides
special, one-off opportunities for exploration and learning such as festivals
that are celebrated by groups of people emphasising togetherness,
participation, and community.

We will uphold the statutory ratios of 1 adult : 5 children aged 2-3 and 1 adult :
13 children aged 3-4. This ensures we can keep the children safe and continue
to provide high quality learning for all children in our care.




Attendance

Opening Hours
Monday - Friday 8:30-3:00

Morning session (3 hours)
8:30am - 11:30am

Afternoon session (3 hours)
12pm - 3pm

Lunch Club (Additional cost)
1:30am - 12pm

School breakfast and tea club available to 3 and 4 year olds
Please ask for more information

At Heronshill, we aim to help children and families into good habits for life. There are 14
weeks of school holidays though the year and we encourage you to take your family
holidays during these periods. If you need to request an absence during term time
please complete a leave of absence form. Until children reach the age of 5, attendance
at school is not compulsory, but builds good practices

Drop-Off Policy Pick-Up Policy
e Each child will be signed in upon e Only authorised individuals listed on
arrival. the child’s emergency contact form

may pick up the child.
e An adult will greet the children at Y P P

the main door and the children will e Adults over the age of 16 can bring
leave parents/ccrers. and collect the child.
¢ If arriving after 8:30am, please notify e Late pick-up fees apply after 3:10 pm

the school in advance. (unless enrolled in extended care).



Sessions & Fees

We accept universal (15 hours funding) and extended (30 hours funding). Go to
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk to see full details of funded childcare and to check/apply
for eligibility. If you are eligible, you will be allocated an 11-digit code. You will need to
advise staff in the school office of this number and then renew the code each term during
the year.

Any additional payments can be made through childcare vouchers and Tax-free
childcare.

Fees (Per Child)



http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/

Health

When to Keep Your
Child at Home

Children must stay home if they have:

e Fever of 38°C or higher,

e Vomiting or diarrhea in the past 48 hours.

e Unexplained rash, pink eye, or contagious illness.

e Persistent cough, difficulty breathing, or flu-like symptoms.

o Look at this website for more information https://www.nhs.uk/live-
well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

If your child becomes ill whilst in our care, we will contact you to explain the situation
and ask you to collect your child as soon as you can.

First Aid

If your child has a bump or scrape, we will administer simple First Aid and note it in our accident
book.

You will receive a message via email if your child has had a head bump at school and there will be
a note given to you at the end of the day.

If your child has an accident requiring a doctor’s attention, becomes unwell or receives a severe
bump to the head, we will contact you immediately.

Medical Needs

If your child has an ongoing medical need which requires either treatment or monitoring, please
ensure that you share this information with staff as soon as possible.

If staff are required to supervise a child taking medication, for example, an asthma inhaler, we will
need prior written authority and full written instructions.

Please ask the school office for a form.

Nappy changing and toilet training

There will be nappy changing facilities to use by staff. At set points throughout the day to ensure the
children are kept fresh and clean. If a child’s nappy is wet or soiled it will also be changed. We have
potties and low toilets to help with toilet training and will work with you.



We promote healthy eating habits
while ensuring the safety of all
children with food allergies. Our
meal and snack policies are
designed to provide nutritious
options while maintaining a nut-free
and allergy-conscious environment.

School-Provided
Meals & Shacks

¢ The school provides nutritious snacks daily and
these are available throughout the day as part of
arolling snack offer.

e You can sign up for cool milk. Children are
eligible for this until their 5™ birthday
https://coolmilk.com/

e Packed lunch can be provided or a healthy hot
meal option can be purchased through Dolce.
More information can be provided at induction.

Home-Packed
Lunch

e Parents may send home-packed meals if
preferred.

¢ Nut-Free Policy: Peanuts, tree nuts, and nut-
based products are strictly prohibited.

e Lunch should be healthy and balanced,
avoiding sugary snacks and sodas

Foods Not Allowed

¢ Chips, sweets, chocolate, and soft drinks.
e Processed fast food or highly sugary items.

Parents may request meal modifications for dietary or religious reasons.



Planning, assessment
and record keeping

Your child will be allocated a Key Person and this is the
member of staff that will communicate with you, alongside the
Nursery teacher. There will be a parents evening in the Autumn
and Spring Term so that we can share how well they have
settled in. Parents may also see the class teacher or their Key
person at other times during the term if they have any
concerns or would just like to see how their child is progressing.
We use an online assessment program called ARC which helps
us track the progress of each child.

Special Educational Needs

For children experiencing special educational needs, we follow
the SEN Code of Practice. We maintain links with other agencies
concerned with children under 5 in order to obtain advice and
support, if necessary, for individual children. Our detailed Special
Needs Policy is available on request.



Behaviour

Our school Behaviour Policy is based on the promotion of
positive behaviour and by praising exemplary attitudes and
behaviours.

We have 3 main Golden Rules in our Early Years...
“kind hands, kind words, kind feet.”

Children are rewarded for displaying positive values and
attitudes, including towards their learning. If children have
difficulty following our Golden Rules, we will try to help them to
understand how their behaviour is affecting others. Continuing
unacceptable behaviour will be shared with parents. Children
learn much more quickly when parents and school are working
together. Our Behaviour Policy can be viewed on the school
website.




Dress Code
Guidelines

Comfortable, Play-Appropriate Clothing

¢ The school has an ‘active uniform’. There is no set
uniform for nursery children but if you wish to
purchase sweatshirts or fleeces you can from
Kedaph www.kedaphschoolwear.co.uk

e Clothes should be easy for children to manage like
dark coloured joggers and leggings.

Weather-Appropriate Attire

¢ Cold Weather: Coats, gloves, hats, and closed-toe
shoes.

¢ Warm Weather: Lightweight, sun-protective
clothing and a wide-brimmed hat for outdoor play.

Shoes for Safety
¢ Closed-toe shoes with rubber soles are required.

¢ No sandals, flip-flops, or shoes with wheels (to
prevent injuries).

Extra Clothing Requirement

e Parents must provide a labeled extra set of clothes
(shirt, pants, socks, and underwear) in case of spills
or accidents.

Nappy changing

¢ Nappies, wipes and nappy sacks to be
provided by parents/carers

¢ Keep in a named bag and replenish
daily

¢ Include lots of spare clothes and
underwear if your child is toilet training.

All clothing and accessories must be labeled with the child’s name to prevent

mix-ups.


http://www.kedaphschoolwear.co.uk/

Partnership with
parents

We recognise that parents are children’s first teachers and that your child has done a
lot of learning before starting Nursery School. We believe it is best for children if we work
together in partnership. The partnership begins when we offer a nursery place to your
child and all through your child’s time with us, there will be opportunities to discuss
together your child’s progress and to share ideas for future development.

Communication

¢ Parent-Teacher Meetings
Available twice a year or upon request.

 Daily Updates via App (2-3 year olds)
Parents will receive updates of nappy changes and
sleep on ARC.

¢ Email & Phone Support
Teachers and staff are available for inquiries
during school hours.

¢ Daily at drop off and pick up
Teachers and staff are available at the start or end
of the day

e Weekly newsletter
This will inform you of the learning that has taken
place over the week and what is coming up next
week.

¢ Stay and play sessions
Dates will be planned in throughout the year so
you can come in and learn alongside your child.
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